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SBN ANNOUNCEMENTS
SBN SAYS FAREWELL TO DR. JAMES GOODSON (1965  2014)
James (Jim) Goodson, winner of the 2004 Frank A. Beach Award
and a leader in the study of the neuroendocrinology of sociality,
died of cancer August 14, 2014 at the age of 48.
Jim earned his BA in psychology in 1992 from the University of
North Florida and his PhD in psychology in 1998 from Cornell
University. Following a twoyear period as an NIH postdoctoral
fellow at Cornell, he became an assistant professor of psychology
at the University of CaliforniaSan Diego in 2000 where he was
promoted to associate professor with tenure in 2005. In 2007 he
joined the Department of Biology at Indiana University where he
became a Full Professor in 2011. In addition to his Frank A. Beach
Award, Jim was made a Fellow of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science in 2012.
As a graduate student, Jim became passionately interested in the emerging field of animal social
neuroendocrinology. New findings about the role of the nonapeptides in social behavior in
rodents inspired in him the goal of discovering mechanisms responsible for species differences
in major dimensions of social organization, especially sociality itself. As an enthusiastic birder,
he was familiar with the ways in which some birds are highly gregarious and always live in
flocks, while others are strongly territorial and attack conspecifics that get too close. Other
vertebrate species also show this same striking variation. He hypothesized that species
differences in the actions of nonapeptides in the lateral septum might underlie this important
dimension of social behavior. His doctoral dissertation experiments with zebra finches and field
sparrows, involving manipulations of the lateral septum and its nonapeptide mechanisms,
provided evidence in support of his hypothesis. The two field sparrow studies also showcased
Jim's exceptional scientific daring and creativity, for they were carried out not with captive birds
in a lab, but instead with wild birds living in their own territories just outside Ithaca, New York.
Those were quite possibly the first (and still among the only) published brain manipulation field
experiments in behavioral neuroendocrinology (Goodson, 1998; Goodson et al., 1999).
As a postdoctoral researcher, Jim further developed a sophisticated and deep appreciation for
comparative neuroanatomy and acquired stateoftheart skills in both neuroanatomy and
neurophysiology. He was as fearless and determined an investigator in the lab as he was in the
field. Working with midshipman, a fish with two male types, he discovered neuromodulation of
vocalization by vasotocin and isotocin and its dissociation from gonadal type (Goodson and
Bass, 2000). At the same time, he provided a comprehensive map of the circuitry in midshipman
underlying the influence of forebrain neuroendocrine centers on brainstem audiovocal integration
sites and the hindbrain pattern generator for vocalization (Goodson and Bass, 2002). The results
revealed a remarkable convergence with tetrapods in the general organization of vocalacoustic
and, even more broadly, descending forebrain modulatory circuitry. By harnessing the techniques
for multicolored visualization of neurons expressing more than one neurochemical, he made the
midshipman brain come alive with vibrancy reminiscent of the colorful adornments of birds he so
cherished (Goodson et al., 2003); a stylistic signature of later publications as well (e. g.,
Kingsbury et al., 2011; Goodson and Kingsbury, 2013). During this time he also produced a
magisterial review of the social behavior functions of vasotocin/vasopressin systems across all
vertebrates that supported the case for considerable conservation of function (Goodson and
Bass, 2001). Jim's ability to absorb and recount a vast amount of detailed behavioral and
neuroanatomical information and then to synthesize a seemingly unwieldy database into a
cohesive and insightful framework was matched by few.
At UCSD Jim returned to his beloved birds, further strengthening the evidence for a critical role
of nonapeptide actions in sociality by comparing different species of estrildid finches; some
highly gregarious like the zebra finch, some moderately gregarious and some territorial. His
daring and willingness to take risks came into play again, both when he went into the African
bush to capture the necessary species for his lab and when he rescued his valuable birds from
their aviaries outside San Diego as wildfires approached. His studies now looked at nonapeptide
mechanisms and actions in multiple brain regions. Jim had been influenced by Sarah Newman's
concept of the social behavior network as originally described in the hamster brain. The results
of his experiments using immediate early gene expression to examine neuronal responses to
social stimuli were consistent with the existence of a similar network in avian brains. His 2004
Frank A. Beach Award address presented a compelling case that a homologous network (i. e.,
homologous nodes, connectivity and nonapeptide mechanisms) was present in all vertebrates
(Goodson, 2005). The species differences in sociality then arose from the properties of valence
sensitive neurons in these regions (Goodson and Wang, 2006).
At Indiana University, Jim developed new testing paradigms for getting directly at sociality
(preference for being with a flock) in zebra finches and did the critical nonapeptide manipulation
experiments to confirm the roles of mesotocin and of nonapeptide receptors in sociality (e. g.,
Goodson et al., 2009). In addition, he expanded the array of social behavior to include pair
formation, nest behavior, aggressive behavior and personality. Two of his recent reviews served

to move the field forward by providing critiques of oversimplification with respect to both social
behavior and brains (Goodson, 2013; Kelly and Goodson, 2014a). Behavior and sociality have to
be "deconstructed." The roles of the nonapeptide mechanisms depend critically not only on sex
but also on the specific brain regions where they are located (Kelly and Goodson, 2014b). They
must be studied by manipulations that specifically target individual regions instead of impacting
large chunks of forebrain. Jim was adamant that the systems are too multifaceted and region
specific for blanket statements like "vasotocin reduces X" or "oxytocin receptors promote Y" to
be scientifically accurate. In positive and constructive ways he showed how the systems should
be approached to make progress.
It is not easy to capture the essence of Jim in writing. As a scientist he was brilliant,
enthusiastic, ambitious, courageous and a consummate scholar. As a person he was energetic,
colorful, witty, warm and generous. He was a commanding and entertaining storyteller, able to
nimbly take those of us around him back in time to a moment in his own life as if we were all
living the experience together with all of its twists and turns. He faced his illness with humor and
optimism. His death is a great loss to our field and to his many friends, collaborators and
colleagues. He is survived by his wife, neuroscientist and SBN member Marcy A. Kingsbury,
and by their two daughters, Claire and Katie, his parents, his sister and three nephews.
Elizabeth AdkinsRegan, PhD
Andrew H. Bass, PhD
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.DayDeremiahFrye.com.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: FRANK A. BEACH YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD
IN BEHAVIORAL NEUROENDOCRINOLOGY
Nominations are now being accepted for the 25th Annual Frank A.
Beach Young Investigator Award in Behavioral Neuroendocrinology.
The award will be made to a new investigator, normally within eight
years postPhD (or MD) who shows exceptional promise for making
significant contributions to the field of Behavioral Neuroendocrinology.
Investigators conducting original, independent research in any area of
Behavioral Neuroendocrinology may be nominated. The nominator(s)
should submit ONE letter of nomination. This letter can be jointly
signed by any number of individuals of any rank, but the Committee
will consider only one letter. A current copy of the nominee's
curriculum vitae should be included with the nomination. Renomination
of individuals nominated previously who still meet the nomination
criteria but were not chosen, is encouraged.
The Awardee will be recognized and receive the award and an honorarium at the Behavioral
Neuroendocrinology Social at the Society for Neuroscience (in Washington, DC in mid
November 2014). The Awardee will also give a presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Society
for Behavioral Neuroendocrinology in Asilomar, California, June 10  14, 2015.
This year's Beach Awardee will be selected by the SBN Awards Committee.
The deadline for nominations is September 15, 2014.
Nominations for this year's award or questions about the nomination procedures should be sent
to: Dr. Jeffrey French, Chair, SBN Awards Committee: jfrench@unomaha.edu. Submission of
nomination materials as single .pdf file is encouraged.Please use the email heading "Beach
Award Nomination <Candidate last.name>".

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: WC YOUNG RECENT GRADUATE AWARD IN
BEHAVIORAL NEUROENDOCRINOLOGY
William C. Young was one of the founders of modern behavioral neuroendocrinology. The SBN
honors WC Young through the "WC Young Recent Graduate Award" (initially created in the
1960's by one of the society's predecessors, the West Coast Sex Conference). The first SBN
"Young Award" was presented at the 2013 annual meeting.
Eligible applicants include recent PhD awardees in the year their degree is awarded or the
following year, and applicants can apply once for this award.
Selection criteria for the WC Young Recent Graduate Award are based on the doctoral
dissertation, scholarly productivity and letters of reference. The Awardee will receive travel
support to the Annual Meeting as a Young Investigator and a $500 honorarium. In addition, the
WC Young Recent Graduate Awardee will be the lead speaker at the Young Investigator
symposium.
This notice constitutes a call for applications for the award.
The deadline for submission of materials is October 1, 2014.
Applications should include the following items:
A threepage doublespaced essay outlining the specific contributions of the dissertation,
and its broader significance of the work for the field of behavioral neuroendocrinology
A current curriculum vita
Up to three letters of recommendation
Applicants should solicit letters of recommendation, and combine all materials into a single pdf
file. Please submit the application electronically to Dr. Jeffrey French, Chair, SBN Awards
Committee (jfrench@unomaha.edu). Please include "SBN Young Award <applicant's last
name>" in the subject line of the email.

MEETING INFORMATION
THE SOCIETY FOR SOCIAL NEUROSCIENCE (S4SN) ANNUAL MEETING

The Society for Social Neuroscience (S4SN) will be holding its 5th Annual Meeting in
Washington, DC on November 13  14, 2014 at the Renaissance Washington, DC, Downtown
Hotel. The meeting will consist of a Keynote Address by Dr. Michael Meaney, symposia
discussing topics of Social Neuroscience from both the human and animal model perspectives,
Early Career Award, Hot Topics Session and two Poster Sessions. To view our Scientific
Program please visit: http://s4sn.org/2014scientificprogram/. For more information you can visit
our website at www.s4sn.org.
Job Postings
Assistant Professor (tenuretrack) in Behavioral Neuroscience, Department of Psychology,
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL (http://www.psy.fsu.edu). For application visit
http://apply.interfolio.com/25899. Review of applications begins on November 1, 2014.
Inquiries about the position may be directed to Dr. Lisa Ecket at eckel@psy.fsu.edu.
Research Assistant Professor (tenuretrack) in Department of Biological Sciences, North
Carolina State University (NCSU), Raleigh, NC. The successful applicant will join a new
research laboratory headed by a senior faculty member (Emilie Rissman) just setting up at
NCSU in the fall of 2014. The laboratory focus is in epigenetic mechanisms underlying endocrine
disrupting compound actions on brain, behavior and germ cells. For application, please send a
cover letter, CV and contact information for at least three references to Emilie Rissman at
emilie.rissman.su14@semesteratsea.org. Review of applications will begin soon and continue
until the position is filled.
FULL DESCRIPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT THE SBN WEBSITE
http://www.sbn.org/opportunities/bno.aspx
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